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COLLINGSWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
December 21, 2014
4th Sunday of Advent

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME

Silent Prayer
Gracious Lord, open our eyes to the wonders you have done,
open our ears to the promises you have spoken,
and open our hearts that we might become
the people you have called us to be.
We pray this in the name of Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
We welcome you in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ! Please sign the
guest book in the narthex so we can send you a welcome packet.

Centering Music - “Little Drummer Boy”

Matthew Will - piano

(Please stand for items marked with an asterisk. GTG is the purple “Glory to
God” hymnal. STF is the “Sing the Faith” smaller blue hymnal)

Lighting of the Advent Candle -

The Fulton Family

Leader: This is a time of gathering together. And old friends and
families come together. It is a time when new
friendships are made and love grows.
People: Where two or three are gathered, our Lord is present
among us sharing his love
The fourth candle is lit.
Leader: Today we light the candle of love. We celebrate the love
found in the presence of Jesus Christ.
People: The miracle of this season is the gift of this love, God
has come to us.
“Light One Candle”

Children’s Presentation

Call to Worship
Leader: During Advent we remember God’s faithfulness
shown to us.
People: Help our lives to reflect your ways, O Lord.
Leader: During Advent we remember God’s humility
set before us.
People: Help our lives to reflect your ways, O Lord.
Leader: During Advent we remember God’s commands,
spoken to us.
People: Help our lives to reflect your ways, O Lord.
Leader: During Advent we remember God’s incredible love
shared with us.
People: Help our lives to reflect your ways, O Lord.

*Hymn - “Angels from the Realms of Glory” GTG #143
*Prayer of Confession
All:
Holy God, we confess that we do not walk in your light.
We choose what is evil and refuse what is good. We
scorn our neighbors and laugh at others’ troubles.
Forgive us; deliver us; let your face shine on us, so that
we may be ready to meet our Emmanuel, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
*Words of Assurance
Leader: Rejoice, then, as we hear these transforming words: "If
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old
has passed away; see, everything has become new!
People: All this is from God to whom we have been reconciled
through Christ. Give thanks, therefore, as we receive
forgiveness and healing in Christ's name. Amen.
*Response - “Gloria, Gloria” (tune of #583 GTG) sing twice
Gloria, Gloria in excelsis deo
Gloria, Gloria
Alleluia, Alleluia!
*Sharing the Peace of Christ
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
Anthem - “Carol of the Bells”
Traditional
Arr. Tim Waugh
Intermediate Bell Choir - Andrew & Tyler Kolecki, Mason Wolfe
and Andy Wilson
Old Testament Lesson: Zephaniah 3:14-20 (p. 862)
Responsive Reading - Psalm 96
Leader: O sing to the Lord a new song: Sing all the earth; bless
God’s holy name; proclaim God’s salvation from day to
day.
People: Declare God’s glory among the nations, and sing God’s
marvelous works among all peoples.
Leader: For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised. No one is
so great, neither kings nor other gods.
People: Honor and majesty are before the Lord; Strength and
beauty are in God’s sanctuary.
Leader: Honor the Lord, O families of the peoples, give thanks for
God’s glory and strength. Worship the Lord in holy
splendor; let all the earth tremble before our God.
People: Tell all the nations: ”God is king! The world has a firm
foundation, it shall never be moved. God judges the
peoples justly.”
Leader: Let the heavens be glad and let the earth rejoice; let
the sea roar and all that fills it; let the fields shout and
everything that grows.
People: Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before
the Lord; for God is coming!

Gospel Lesson: Luke 3:7-18 (p. 935)
*Hymn - “Like a Child” STF#2092
Litany for Christmas - "Unexpected"

written by Ann Weems

Leader: Even now we simply do not expect to find a deity in a
stable.
People: Somehow the setting is all wrong: the swaddling
clothes too plain,
Leader: The manger too common for the likes of a Savior, the
straw inelegant,
People: The animals, reeking and noisy, the whole scene too
ordinary for our taste.
Leader: And the cast of characters is no better.
People: With the possible exception of the kings, who among
them is fit for this night?
Leader: The shepherds? Certainly too crude, the carpenter too
rough, the girl too young.
People: And the baby!
Leader: Whoever expected a baby?
People: Whoever expected the advent of God in a helpless
child?
Leader: Had the Messiah arrived in the blazing light of the glory
of a legion of angels wielding golden swords,
People: The whole world could have been conquered for
Christ right then and there.
Leader: And we in the church – to say nothing of the world! –
wouldn't have so much trouble today
All:
Even now we simply do not expect...
To face the world armed with love.

Offering

“Christmas is not as much about opening our presents
as opening our hearts.” ~ Janice Maeditere
Musical Meditation - “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” Instrumental
Traditional Polish Carol
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

The Christmas Story

Presented by the children of Collingswood Presbyterian Church
In the town of Nazareth in the district of Galilee.
After Mary exits, please join us in singing:
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” GTG #82
Come, thou long expected Jesus born to set thy people free”
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king,
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone.
by thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

After Mary & Joseph settle in Manger please join us in singing:
“Away in the Manger” GTG #115
Away in a manger,
No crib for His bed
The little Lord Jesus
Laid down His sweet head
The stars in the bright sky
Looked down where He lay
The little Lord Jesus
Asleep on the hay
After the Shepherds see the manager, please join us in singing:
“Angles We Have Heard on High” GTG #113
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
After wise people give gifts to the Baby Jesus sing “We Three Kings”
“We Three kings of Orient Are” GTG #151
We three kings of Orient are;
bearing gifts we traverse a far,
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to they perfect light!

Everyone, please sing the chorus
“Go Tell It on the Mountain” GTG #136
Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and every where;
Go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!
Everyone, please sing together:
“Joy to The World” GTG #134
Joy to the World , the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing,
CHRISMON PROCESSION
The congregation is invited to come forward to place their Chrismons
on the front trees and return by the side aisles. Join us as we sing
some of our favorite Christmas hymns during the placing of the Chrismons.

“The First Nowell” GTG #147
The First Noel, the Angels did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep
On a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel
Born is the King of Israel!

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” GTG #119
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!
Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”
“Joy to the World” GTG #134
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and heaven and nature sing.

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*Benediction
*Postlude

Please join us in the Dining Room for our

Sunday, December 21, 2014
Large print bulletins and hymnals are available for your convenience.
If you have difficulty hearing, personal amplifiers are available in the narthex.
Parents, please pick up a worship activity bag for your children.
Please return the bags to the narthex after the service.
PLEASE BRING THE HEARING AIDES BACK TO THE
DEACON OF THE DAY.
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If you are a visitor, please sign the Fellowship
Book in the narthex so we know you are here!

for your service!
Worship Leaders:

The Rev. Dr. Katherine G. Killebrew &
Noha Khoury, seminary intern

Deacon of the Day: Karen Mazak
Greeters: Karen Mazak, Susan & Liam Berkelbach

WHAT IS A CHRISMON?
Chrismons are a type of Christmas tree decoration used in
many churches and often in the homes of Christians. The
symbols used represent a variety of biblical and
theological concepts that are well known among most
believers. Technically, if the ornaments on a Christmas tree are
comprised mostly of Christian symbols, the tree is known as a
“Chrismon Tree.”
The Chrismons of CPC are all hand made by women
members of “Circle One” coordinated by Jean Waitz.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT CPC THIS WEEK?
Sun., 12/21

10:30 am - Christmas Pageant
11:30 am - Luncheon
1:00 pm - Caroling at Collingswood Manor
3:00 pm - Blue Christmas Service (at Barrington Pres.)
NO YOUTH GROUP TONIGHT

Wed., 12/24

5:00 pm - Family Christmas Eve Service
7:00 pm - Candlelight Christmas Eve Service,
Communion, choir and brass instruments

Thurs., 12/25 Merry Christmas!
OFFICE CLOSED
10:00 am - 12:00 pm Spring of Life Worship Service
Fri., 12/26

OFFICE CLOSED

Sun., 12/28

10:30 am - Worship & Sunday School
11:30 am - Fellowship - Lounge
Come to the lounge to celebrate
Tony Tumminias 97th Birthday!

WEEKLY COMMUNITY USE
Spring of Life Church:
Sunday - 1:00 - 2:30 pm - Sanctuary (& nursery)
2:30- 5:00 pm Dining room
Wed. & Fri. - 8:00 - 9:30 pm - Jr. Rm.
Toddler Play Group
Tue. & Wed. - 9:30 -11:30 am. - Nursery

Christmas Schedule
Wednesday, December 24, - Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m. - Family Service will be a Candlelight service.
7:00 p.m. - Candlelight Service will include communion,
choir singing, and a brass instruments.
Please note there will be NO NURSERY care available
on Christmas Eve
~~~~~~
Sunday, December 28, 10:30 am - Come and sing and ring bells to
your favorite Christmas Carols.
Sunday, January 4, 10:30 am -

Epiphany Worship Service
with communion

11:30 am Lounge. Come to talk about the stars with Brett Salmon,
PhD candidate in Astrophysics.

Please check the flower book in the Narthex and sign
up to dedicate the flowers in the church to honor, or
in memory of, a loved one.
Flowers are needed for January 11, 18 & 25

Next Confirmation class dates
Wednesday, January 8 & 22
7:00 - 8:00 pm

Mitten, Hat and Sock Tree
Our congregation will be collecting new hats, scarves,
mittens and socks through January to donate to help
families in crisis and homeless in our county. Please
help us warm as many people as possible by donating
to this collection. Our “Charlie Brown” tree will be placed in the
Narthex in a few weeks. Hang your gifts of gloves, hats, scarves and
socks from its branches. The tree will stay up until January 2015.
If you have gently used or new coats which you would like to donate,
you can place them on the pew in the Narthex.
Thank you.

Lorrie Heuser,
moderator of the Board of Deacons

Red Cross Blood Drive
at CPC (downstairs in dining room)
Tuesday, December 30th
2:00 - 7:00
Call 1-800 Give Life to sign up
Walk-Ins Welcome
(All donors receive a tee shirt)

MAKING ROOM FOR THE HOMELESS
Interfaith Hospitality Outreach Council (IHOC) coordinates housing,
job search & counseling for homeless men in Camden County
Approximately twelve men stay in area churches for two weeks at a
time. Those Church members and support congregations provide
lunches, dinners and overnight accommodations for the men.
During the weeks of December 28 - January 5 we will serve as support congregation for First Baptist in Collingswood. Deacons are
scheduled to make a dinner and men from CPC are needed to spend
the night.
If you would like to help or make a donation please see Martha Jane
or Rich Herzog.

Session Highlights:
At its regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, December 8th Christian Education- 9 youth attended retreat at Johnsonburg. Pageant rehearsals are running well with many kids involved. Help will be needed to ready the
sanctuary for the Pageant on Sunday December 21. No Sunday school December
28. Youth group is doing well under the direction of Noha and Dennis.
Finance and Stewardship- Spending and pledge pay up are on target. The session is pleased that there were increases in 21 pledges for next year and there
were 15 new pledges for next year.
Nominating- People are responding positively to the opportunity to serve as
deacon and elder. Some spaces still open for auditors, nominating committee
and elder.
Personnel- The committee met in December and will hold annual reviews of
staff in January. All are very pleased with our newest staff member Janis Danielewicz as our secretary.
Worship Music and Arts- Plans are moving forward for Advent and Christmas
services. Brass will play for 7pm service and bell and chancel choirs will perform. More singers are needed and new approaches to music in our worship
service will need to be considered in the new year.
West Jersey Presbytery will be meeting at our church on January 20, 2015. All
hands on deck for baked goods, hosts and parking guides!!
Pastor Kate has been invited to serve with the General Assembly to review and
promote the PCUSA special offerings this next year. She also asks that you
please keep our older members in your prayers- several have had some recent
health struggles.
Property- An energy Audit was received by the Concord Engineering Group
with proposals to save heating and lighting costs. It will be reviewed by the
committee. Carpets were cleaned in the sanctuary for Christmas services.
Congregational Life- Christmas luncheon will be held on December 21 after
church. Sign up now to help decorate, serve, and make food!

 KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Birthdays:
Ajay Ostrem, Nancy Celebre, Anthony Tumminia
Seminarians: Chris McNabb, Richard Aylor, and Noha Khoury
Those who serve in government, our military personnel, & those who
work in other countries.
Our country, our president, and our leaders
Our troops in Afghanistan and around the world
Military personnel - Jennifer Riippa
Jessica Lowden - working in Ghana
Those at home or in a care facilities
Elizabeth Baggett
Harry Binder
Robert Johnson
Dorothy Varnum
Eleanor Kelley
Jean Waitz
Ray Burns
Bob Lowden
Darla Hartman
Bob Whenna
Marion Mills
Jean Waitz

Pray for Health and Wellness
Frank Griffin
Carol Rowand
Rich Smith
Rachel Minnick
Art Moffett

Sam Jang Do-Soon
Jay Sills
Kristin Schell
Steven Salmon
Sal Ferraro

Please pick up a prayer card in the narthex and mail it to these loved ones
for whom we pray.
Rev. Debby Brincivalli & Staff of West Jersey Presbytery
Bethany Presbyterian Church of Bridgeton, Bridgeton, New Jersey
Our PCUSA mission in Romania
Juan G. Hall Presbyterian Church, Cardenas, Cuba
Njikob Presbyterian Church, Cameroon
If you are going into the hospital or would like a pastoral visit, please call or
have a family member call the church office or one of the deacons or elders.
If you don’t call, we are going to assume you don’t want a visit!

Please remember to fill out a new pink form.
with each update for the prayer list.

Our Vision Statement
(What we want to be)
We seek to become:
 A church that witnesses to the community
and the world by sharing and demonstrating our relationship
with Christ.
 A church that encourages all people to know God’s great love
revealed in Jesus Christ.
 A church that faithfully listens for God’s will for our lives and
our community
 A community of God that is an open, inviting, caring family of
faith where all are embraced, accepted and loved.

Our Mission Statement
(How we will accomplish this vision)
The Collingswood Presbyterian Church Congregation, as part of the
Christian Church, Presbyterian Church USA, is called to Worship and
Serve the Lord by:
 Constantly seeking renewal through God’s Grace and Wisdom.
 Welcoming and reaching out to all of God’s community.
 Providing for education in Christian and Presbyterian principles
 Ministering to everyone through community and worldwide
mission.
 Sharing the Christian message as expressed in the Gospel.

